
Page 1 of 3 
 

  GPG/GH/20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Digital Image of the Year Entries – Season 19/20 

 Judge:- Stephen Fowler 

No Picture Title Judge’s Comments and Placings 

1 Stormy Sunset Excellent landscape with really good moody lighting. 
Well controlled sunlight not too burned out coming 
over the mountain. Good highlights in the water and 
just enough light on the mountainside. 

Second Place 

2 The Rule of Fourths A really creative presentation and processing. 
Evokes thoughts of watercolours seen through 
windows. The three right hand panels seem to flow 
well into each other but the left side panel does not 
quite balance so well either in terms of colour or 
flow. Maybe thirds are best after all? 

3 Harvest Mouse on Bramble Very nicely posed harvest mouse at exactly the right 
place on the bramble. Love the tail wrapped around 
the stem. Very good depth of field to keep 
everything sharp and a good muted background. 

First Place 

4 NYMR The train is well positioned in the frame coming 
towards the photographer with lots of smoke and 
steam. The old fencing and bushes add to the rural 
scene without interfering with the main subject. If 
there was time, I think I would have looked to 
exclude the telegraph pole and modern house if it 
were possible. 

5 Sitting on the Dock I quite like the pose of the gentleman sitting with his 
foot on the tyre. Not sure there is enough in the 
image to hold your attention for long enough. 

6 Cairn Tailbridge  Hill I like the contours in the hillside and the suggestion 
that the roads join up following rolling hairpin bends. 
The cairn is very dominant in the image, perhaps 
being a few steps further back might have helped it 
fit better into the surroundings. I do like the sense of 
solitary tranquillity.  

7 Sunset at Saltburn Very powerfully sunset image over the sea with 
gorgeous lighting in the sky. The beach huts and 
buildings on the shore help balance the image and 
the position of the sun between the wind turbines is 
great. Very well cropped to eliminate and unwanted 
distractions. 

Highly Commended 
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8 Larger Than Life I like the close up camera angle to show off the 
character and don’t mind that this means that some 
parts are cut off. Good lighting and detail on the 
character. I think I might have tried to eliminate 
seeing the building behind if that was possible. 
 
 

9 Big Dipper Excellent detail in the insect itself with its tail 
appearing to disappear into water. This also 
provides interesting reflections and good colours. 
Unfortunately, for me, the surface is slightly too busy 
such that the wings get a little bit lost. Great idea 
though. 

10 Exercise I like the low viewpoint that the photographer has 
chosen to really exaggerate the scale of the 
surroundings. I like the position of the adult and child 
in the background but the runner seems to be 
slightly lost, I think she ideally needs to be a couple 
of paces further forward just before the light to 
become more prominent and important. 

11 Social Distancing I like the composition and the level of desaturation 
really adds to the power of the image and the moody 
weather. The social distancing title is very poignant 
at present. The man in the foreground taking a 
picture on his phone works well. I like the foreground 
and the textures in the wood. 

12 Blacksmith I like all the tools arranged around the walls, all very 
clean and orderly for a blacksmiths forge! There is 
slight blur in the blacksmiths hands showing that he 
is working rather than just posing but it might have 
been more powerful if you could have seem the red 
hot metal or the striking of the hammer. Always 
difficult to take these with so little available light. 

13 No Fish...No Love A great shot to include two kingfishers in the same 
image and I like the relationship between them 
supported by the title. Great detail, even in the 
moving wings, and a non-intrusive background. 

Highly Commended 

14 Thornton Hall A good viewpoint looking up at the hall and 
showcasing the array of colours in the flower beds. 
Good depth of field to have both the blooms and the 
building sharp and the tree on the right adds good 
balance.  

15 Below Decks A fun image that has been handled well with good 
lighting and good colours making the most of the 
available light. Looks very ‘posed’ but this is what 
you expect with this subject matter. 

16 Now and Then A well set up image highlighting the old and new 
technologies. I quite like the way the old camera 
appears to float in front of the phones. A well-
executed creative image. 
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17 Storm Clouds The positioning of the boat below the horizon adds 
to the feeling of isolation and the vastness of the 
sea. The sky is filling with black clouds but does not 
have quite enough power to depict the full threat of 
the impending storm. You are left thinking that in 
another few minutes this could be a cracking image. 

Highly Commended 

18 New Shoes A great shot of the farrier at work. I like the way he is 
looking down at the hoof rather than looking at the 
camera. The image suits the monochrome 
treatment. There is just enough of the horde in shot 
to tell the story. Perhaps a shame that he has a 
headset microphone on that suggest he is 
performing to an audience rather than just doing his 
job. 

19 Lost Sole A clever title. I like the way that the flip-flop is 
pointing out of the image as though it does not want 
to be there. A fun image but not enough there for me 
to retain attention for long. 

20 Fight Night A very well captured image of these two seals 
contending for domination. Fills the frame well 
despite being taken from some distance away. Good 
selection of shutter speed both to capture the action 
clearly as well as having a great effect on the sea. It 
would have been great to have a tiny bit more light 
on the creatures but that is beyond our control. Well 
done. 

Third Place 

21 Repair Shop A good capture of all the equipment that goes with a 
modern repair shop. The bright reds and blues are 
well captured. It might have been good to have an 
engineer working, or at least a work-in-progress, to 
bring life into the scene. 

22 Little and Large A classic shot of the Angel captured really well and 
suiting the monochrome treatment. Nothing to 
distract other than the man in the foreground that 
provides the scale to the image. 

23 It’s Not HDR Whilst claiming to be Not HDR, it has a very surreal, 
painterly, effect to the image. There is some very 
pleasing evening light on the wet roads and paving. 
You have done well to avoid any people disturbing 
the peace of the image. 


